
Town of Bethlehem 

Septic-System Ordinance 

Application 
 

 

 

 
The Bethlehem Septic System Ordinance (“Chapter 109 Ordinance”) was developed to protect drinking 

water, ponds and streams from harmful pollutants. The Ordinance exceeds the requirements set forth by 

the State of Connecticut and therefore, obtaining approval from the Torrington Area Health District 

(“TAHD”) does not guarantee compliance or exempt property owners from compliance with this 

Ordinance. 

 

This Ordinance applies to the construction of certain single-family and multi-family dwellings and all 

commercial, industrial, institutional and any other structure or land use where a private subsurface 

sewage disposal system is required. 

 

If the Bethlehem Planning Commission determines that a Special Septic-System Permit is required, the 

Building Official cannot issue a building permit until the applicant is in compliance with the 

requirements of the Ordinance (see section 109-5(C)). 

 

Special Septic-System Permit Application Procedure: 

 

1. Complete the Special Septic-System Permit Application 

 

2. Attach a check for $2,000 made out to the Town of Bethlehem 

 

3. Additional attachments that must be submitted with the application (unless the Planning 

Commission has provided direction otherwise) 

a. Site plan (prepared in accordance with Section 2.3.3 of the Town of Bethlehem 

Subdivision Regulations) and an A-2 survey 
b. Bethlehem Inlands Wetlands Agency application approval 

c. Torrington Area Health District approval for proposed activity 

d. Written consent of owner(s) of the record title to subject land (if necessary) 

 

4. Submit the Application and the check to the Planning Commission at a meeting, by mail or drop 

it off with the Town Clerk. Town Hall address: 36 Main Street, PO Box160, Bethlehem, CT 

06751 

 

5. Your application will be presented to the Bethlehem Planning Commission at the next regularly 

scheduled meeting (the Planning Commission meetings are scheduled on the second Thursday of 

each month at 7:00 PM). You are encouraged to attend the meeting to discuss your site plan map, 

but it is not required that you attend. 

6. The Planning Commission will review the Application and confirm all information is complete. 

When the application s complete, the Planning Commission will make a decision regarding which 

professional engineer will be hired to review the analysis. This decision is made with a majority 

vote of the Planning Commission. 

 

7. Chapter 109-5(A) states “Prior to conducting any testing or data collection required for the 

renovation analysis, the applicant must provide adequate notice To the Commission’s chosen 

engineer to allow that engineer to observe all pertinent data collection…” 

8. The Planning Commission will approve or deny the Septic-System Permit based on the 

professional engineer’s review, and will notify the applicant. 
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